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mander-in-Chief therefore set to work to prepare with con-
scientious thoroughness for this new task. Reinforcements in
great numbers were now arriving by every ship from home, and
when in early March he finally set forth it was with a magnificent
army of close on 25,000 men, including a Gurkha contingent
from Nepal, at his back. After a junction \vith Outram, who
with less than 4000 men had held his ground with consummate
resolution and skill against a rebel host of over 100,000 men
within Lucknow, a comprehensive scheme for the reduction of
the hostile stronghold was drawn up and methodically carried
to a victorious conclusion, after nearly three weeks of continuous
fighting amid the maze of streets and houses. Owing, how-
ever, partly to the mistakes of his subordinates, and partly to
Campbell's own reluctance to incur heavy loss of life, a large
part of the garrison managed to make their escape, and sur-
vived to prolong the struggle in the open country for many
months.
That they were allowed a respite to recover their morale
and organise a new resistance was not Campbell's fault, for he
was now directed, once more against his own desire, to attempt
what had before been forbidden him—the reconquest of
Rohilkhand, His plan of operations was on similar lines to
that which had worked out so successfully in the Doab four
months before—a concentric advance in three columns from
north-west,south and south-east, with thecapital of the province,
Bareilly, as their appointed place of meeting. After some
fighting on the way thither, the junction was duly effected early
in May; the rebel force, in all some 30,000 strong, which stood
to give battle and acquitted itself admirably, was defeated and
dispersed, and though some further clearing-up operations were
necessary before the full fruits of the victory could be reaped,
Rohilkhand from end to end was once more in our hands by
mid-June.
The way was thus cleared for the final enterprise against
Oude, where 150,000 armed men were still defying our arms in
open rebellion. By the commencement of the cold weather all
Campbell's preparations for this last of his campaigns had been
completed. The insurgents were first driven by the carefully
combined operations of a number of mobile columns from the
area between the Ganges and the Gogra ; this part of the
scheme took some two and a half months in fulfilment, and was
not finally accomplished till mid-December. The next and
last stage was short and decisive ; in a fortnight the remnant of
the rebels, including the infamous Nana, were seeking refuge in
the inhospitable mountains of Nepal, and the victorious army
was returning to the plains prior to being dispersed.

